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Abstract

This paper gives a definition of oceanic internal waves and  discusses briefly
its role on oceanic proccsses, Various observation mzthods,aata analvees and tesis,
and separation of different cffects are summarized, GM spectral model is aiso
mentioned, Internal waves in the upner ocean and shallow water arca are
discussed, Some recent vesul's on sprcial kinematic problem, such as the diffe-
rences hetween ver ical standing waves and progressive waves, turning depth and
critica!l Jayer offrct, arc inlroduced, Several dynamical problems about genera:
tion, nropagation and dissipation are overviewed, A further prospective work is
outlined and it scems that nonlincar waves in shallow water and on continental

shelt would intercst Chinese occanographers,
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